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Goodbye Nancy ... Welcome Back, Carol
Since last I wrote in this space, we've had a change in the WGLTstaff.
Nancy Di Santo, our news director, resigned effective September 20to
accept a position with WBEZ, the National Public Radio affiliate in Chicago.
She will be co-hosting and helping to produce a program focusing on
children in the Chicago public school system. We wish her all the best.
We welcome Carol Carey back to the WGLT staff. Carol first worked for
us from April 1981 to May 1982 as a reporter and local host of Morning
Edition. She was one of the four staff lost to budget cuts in July 1982.
Carol brings a lot of news experience to WGLT and we are very happy
to have her back with us as News Director.
The other thing on my mind is, of course, our very successful September fund drive.
We called that week in late September our "drive to survive". It was
one of the most important weeks this station has faced because the money
it would provide was essential to our continued operation.
For the first time, WGLT is heavily dependent on listener contributions to provide the basics of radio-records, tape, programs, equipment
parts . ...
Our "Friends" responded to our plight in grand fashion. Pledges and
contributions increased about 53% over the same period last year. We
expected (hoped?) to raise $5,500. As of this point in early October, we've
raised over $6,600. To all of you who gave so generously, our thanks.
To the staff of WGLT-both professional and student-my thanks and
commendation for the hours so generously given to make the "drive to
survive" a success. On-air fund-raising is spiritually and physically
demanding; this bunch of people-the voices you responded to so generously, and people behind the scenes-labored with determination and
creativity for a cause in wh ich they believe. You who are reading this share
that belief in the value of WGLT. Together, we are public radio.

Give the World a Second Thought
On Sundays
If a steady diet of football on Sundays leaves you hungry to news of the
outside world, consider our Sunday afternoon line-up. It provides a buffet of
in-depth reporting, late-breaking news, and local history.
At 3:00 p.m ., State Week in Review takes you to Springfield for a
discussion of the people, politics, and issues shaping Illinois.
The lively and informative round-table discussion is produced by
WSSR, the NPR affiliate in Springfield, and moderated by news and public
affairs director Rich Bradley. He is joined by the editor of the Springfield
State Journal Register, political scientists from the Sangamon State University public affairs reporting and legislative studies programs, a member
of the statehouse press corps, and WSSR statehouse bureau chief Mary
Frances Fagan . Together, they make the major activities of the state
government understandable.
At 3:30 p.m., Washington Week in Review takes a look at the news
events of the week from the perspective of the nation's capital.
The format sounds quite simple: veteran Washington journalist Paul
Duke and a changing panel of correspondents from major newspapers and
magazines chat about the week's events. But when many of the best
journalists covering the capital talk to each other, the result is a lot of information, a tone of dispassionate inquiry and the Alfred DuPont-Columbia
University Award for outstanding journalistic achievement.
Washington Week is, in reality, a television program produced by
WETA-TV in Washington and broadcast on many PBS stations at 7:00p.m.
Fridays.
We broadcast it (without pictures) at 3:30 p.m. Sundays.
Then at 4 :00 p.m., All Things Considered, America's most celebrated
radio newsmagazine, will catch you up on late-breaking news, provide a
little humor, satire, human interest, and commentary.
A taste of Bloomington-Normal history follows at 5:00 p.m. as Dr. Paul
Holsinger of the ISU History Department hosts The Past is Prologue.
The last 150 years or so of our history are described and discussed by
guests who recall the people and institutions which have shaped McLean
County.

Give the world a second thought on Sundays . .. on WGL T.

Bloomington-Normal Symphony
Bloomington-Normal Symphony Concert

Perhaps You've Wondered

WGLT will broadcast the first subscription concert of the BloomingtonNormal Symphony 8 p.m . Monday, November 7. Conductor Julian Dawson
leads the symphony in performances of works by Handel, Shostakovich,
Barber, and Chopin with an appearance by guest pianist Leonard Pennario.
Pennario was born in Buffalo, New York. He performed before his first
audience at age eight when he gave a recital in a department store auditorium. He gave his first professional performance at age twelve when he
played the Grieg Concerto with the Dallas Symphony. Seven years later he
performed with the New York Philharmonic under the direction of the late
Artur Rodzinski. Other highlights of his career include his first European tour
in 1952 and an invitation to play in the Heifetz-Piatigorsky Concerts in 1961
and again in 1963 and 1964. Since his debut with the Dallas Symphony,
Pennario has appeared with virtually every major American symphony
orchestra . He has been hailed for his "enormous dash and exuberance" and
his "prodigious technique". He has also concertized extensively in Europe,
Scandinavia, Africa, and the Near East.
In this concert, Pennario performs Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 1 in E
minor, Op. 11. Chopin composed this concerto at age twenty before leaving
Poland forever. The composer premiered the E minor concerto at his last
concert in Warsaw on October 11, 1830. Before the concert, Chopin, in
reference to this concerto, had said, "It is far too original and I shall end by
being unable to learn it myself."
Also on the program is Handel's Royal Fireworks Music composed in
1749. King George II and his court decided to hold a series of celebrations at
the end of the eight year war of the Austrian Succession. Handel was asked
to provide music for the end of these celebrations, a public display of
fireworks. If the end of the Royal Fireworks Music was intended to bring the
celebration to a close, it is doubtful that it was heard. The evening ended in
disaster. One of the wings of a pavillion caught fire and soon the entire
building was ablaze. Several people were injured or killed .
The Symphony No. 1 in F Major, Op. 10 of Dmitri Shostakovich will also
be performed. Shostakovich was born in 1906. He came to the attention of
Alexander Glazunov who headed the Leningrad Conservatory. His first of
fifteen symphonies was actually an assignment. It was written in 1925 and
submitted to allow Shostakovich to graduate as a composer from the
conservatory.
The fourth selection is the well-known Adagio For Strings of Samuel
Barber. The Adagio was originally the slow movement of the String Quartet
in B minor, No. 1, Op. 11 of Barber. Arturo Toscanini liked the work and
arranged it for string orchestra to be played by the NBC Symphony Orchestra
on November 5, 1938, two years after the quartet had been composed.
This first subscription concert, performed on October 23, is the first t o
be led by Julian Dawson under the title of Principal Conductor of the
Bloomington-Normal Symphony.
Broadcasts of the Bloomington-Normal Symphony on WGLT are made
possible in part, by a grant from The Daily Pantagraph.

Since 1984 marks the Ruby Anniversary of the Bloomington-Normal
Symphony, we talked with some people and came up with a little trivia and
other interesting notes.

Q:

When was the first performance given by the B-N Symphony?
December 7, 1944. (Before 1944, the symphony was called the
Bloomington-Normal Philharmonic.)

Q:

Of the following conductors, who conducted the B-N Symphony?
a. George Shick, Assistant Conductor of the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra under Rafael Kubelik.
b. Desire Defauw, invited to guest conduct the NBC Symphony
Orchestra under Arturo Toscanini.
c. Howard Hanson, conductor of the Rochester Philharmonic.
All of the above.
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)
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A:

Q:
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The B-N Symphony performed the United States premiere of a
concerto. What was the concerto?
It was a concerto for violin, piano, and strings. The soloists were
Eugene List and his wife Carol Glenn. They had discovered the
work in Vienna and wanted to perform it as soon as possible. The
Bloomington-Normal Symphony was the first opportunity they
had. (By the way, the work was composed by a little-known German composer by the name of Felix Mendelssohn. It was the
Concerto for Violin, Piano, and Strings in D minor.)
Of the following, who appeared with the B-N Symphony?
a. Oscar Levant
e. Don White
b. Alex Templeton
f. Jean Casadesus
c. Issac Stern
g. Amin Feres
d. Jack Benny
h. Joseph Gingold
All of the above except Don White (but don't tell Don).
Here are a few notes of interest about two of the guests listed
above:
The Bloomington-Normal Symphony may be the smallest
symphony Jack Benny performed with.
It's hard to know what to expect when a guest artist comes to
town. Harold Patton remembers when Oscar Levant performed with the B-N Symphony at the Consistory. Because of
the scenery and the stage props stored backstage, there were
rules concerning smoking. A single spark would have threatened the building. Levant was a chain smoker which raised
some concern. To lessen the concern, a fireman was assigned
to follow Levant around ... fire extinguisher in hand.

Our thanks to Dean Hi/finger, who has played with the symphony for many seasons and
has served with the symphony board as president from 1952-53 and as business
manager ever since. Thanks are also in store for Roar Schaad and Harold Patton. Without
the cooperation of these people there would not have been answers to these questions.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
THE BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL SYMPHONY concert will be broadcast
at 8:00 p.m. Monday, November 7.
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LIVE FROM KEMP features music by Roque Cordero (November 1); the
Sonneries Quintet (November 8); a trombone recital by Charles Stokes
(November 22); and the Ewing Brass Quintet (November 29).
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ABOUT BOOKS AND WRITERS-Editor and journalist Robert Cromie
talks with novelists, playwrights and publishers.
>

STATE WEEK and WASHINGTON WEEK-your chance to give the world
a second thought as we examine the week's state and national legislative
activities.
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THE PAST IS PROLOGUE-a narrative history of Bloomington -Normal
hosted by ISU History Professor Paul Holsinger.
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HITCH-HIKERS GUIDE TO THE GALAXY-a satirical trip through the
universe of the imagination.
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THANKS TO OUR
UNDERWRITERS
The Daily

O'brien'sPantagraph
Jewelers of Distinction

Eastland Mall

Broadcasts of the Bloomington-Normal Symphony
1983-84 concert season.

LiveFrom Kemp
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Monday
100 N. linden, Normal
Specializing in bicycle
sales & service
A Prairie Hom• Companion

>
Landmark Mall in Norm al. rep resented b y Drake Zimmerman

All Things Considered

108 North Street in Normal,
specializing in cookware, cut lery andkitchen accessories.
A PrairieHome Companion

Sunday

117 E. Beaufort, 452 -4222,
Cleverly hidden above
Appletree Stereo.

Let them know you appreciate their support of your public radio station.
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